FSA Offers Drought Impacted Ohio Farmers Disaster Assistance

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you in your
recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include:

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters
including qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing). You must be enrolled in the program and have
purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits
following a qualifying natural disaster.

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) — provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who
suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death losses in
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought is not an eligible adverse weather event, except
when associated with anthrax, a condition that occurs because of drought and directly results in the death of
eligible livestock. Mycoplasma bovis for bison has also been included eligible for LIP

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for
qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides
emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which
are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs.

Emergency Loan Program — available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a
primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers recover from
production and physical losses.

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to
rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement emergency water conservation
measures in periods of severe drought.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres (crops and
grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

For more information on these programs, contact your Athens County USDA Service Center at 740-797-4610 or
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.
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Livestock Producers in Athens County Are Eligible for Drought Recovery
Assistance

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Athens County has announced that
FSA is now accepting applications for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for grazing losses due to
drought. The deadline to apply for 2024 LFP assistance is January 30, 2025.

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. For LFP, qualifying drought
intensity levels are determined using the U.S. Drought Monitor. Producers in Athens County are eligible to apply
for 2024 LFP benefits for grazing losses on pasture.

Livestock eligible for LFP include alpacas, beef cattle, bison, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine,
goats, llamas, ostriches, reindeer, or sheep that have been or would have been grazing the eligible grazing land or
pastureland. Recently, FSA updated LFP policy to expand program eligibility to include additional income
producing grazing animals, like horses and ostrich, that contribute to the commercial viability of an agricultural
operation.

Livestock used for hunting and consumption by the owner and horses and other animals that are used or intended to
be used for racing and wagering remain ineligible.

As a reminder, producers who want to participate in many USDA programs including disaster assistance programs
like LFP, must file timely acreage reports by filling out the FSA-578 form to remain eligible for program benefits.
Livestock producers interested in applying LFP should contact Athens County FSA at 740-797-4610 with any
questions about the eligibility of specific livestock and forage crops.

More information in USDA disaster assistance is available at farmers.gov/recover.
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USDA Reminds Ohio Livestock Producers of Available Drought Assistance

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds drought-impacted producers in Ohio that they may be eligible for
assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).

For eligible livestock in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for:
e the transportation of water to livestock;
e the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock; and

e the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.*

*Hauling livestock both ways starting in 2024, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty
miles.”

Eligible livestock include cattle, bison, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained for commercial use and
located in a county where qualifying drought conditions occur. A county must have had D2 severe drought intensity
on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 drought
intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock and
eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance.

Transporting Water

Producers must be transporting water to eligible livestock on eligible grazing land where adequate livestock
watering systems or facilities were in place before the drought occurred and where water transportation is not
normally required. ELAP covers costs associated with personal labor, equipment, hired labor, and contracted water
transportation fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. ELAP covers $0.10 per gallon to transport water.

Transporting Feed

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses for transporting feed
to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles.
The reimbursement rate is 60% of the cost above what would normally would have been incurred during the same
time period in a normal (non-drought) year.

Livestock feed that is transported to livestock located on land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
is eligible if the producer has an approved conservation plan with acceptable grazing practices developed in
coordination with the Natural Resources Conservation Service

The payment rate to transport feed is $6.60/ loaded mile for expenses above what would have normally been
incurred.

Transporting Livestock

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new location for feed
resources due to insufficient feed or grazing in drought-impacted areas. As with transporting feed, the payment
formula for transporting livestock excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement
rate is 60% of the costs above what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a normal
(non-drought) year.

The payment rate to transport livestock is $6.60/loaded mile for expenses above what would have normally been

incurred and covers hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty
miles.”
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An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover feed and livestock
transportation costs caused by drought.

Reporting Losses

Producers should contact FSA as soon as the loss of water or feed resources are known.

For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and receipts
associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible
livestock, the costs of additional feed purchases, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to forage or other
grazing acres.

More Information

Producers interested in ELAP assistance can contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to apply for
programs.
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Emergency Haying, Grazing of Conservation Reserve Program Acres
Available to Help Livestock Producers Weather Drought

Agricultural producers impacted by drought can now request haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) acres in certain Ohio counties, while still receiving their full rental payment for the land.

Outside of the primary nesting season, emergency haying and grazing of CRP acres may be authorized to provide
relief to livestock producers in areas affected by a severe drought or similar natural disaster. The primary nesting
season for Ohio ended July 15®. Counties are approved for emergency haying and grazing due to drought conditions
on a county-by-county basis when a county is designated as level “D2 Drought - Severe” according to the U.S.
Drought Monitor. FSA provides a weekly, online update of eligible counties.

Producers can use the CRP acreage under the emergency grazing provisions for their livestock or may grant another
livestock producer use of the CRP acreage.

Producers interested in emergency haying or grazing of CRP acres must notify their FSA county office before
- starting any activities. This includes producers accessing CRP acres held by someone else. To maintain contract

compliance, producers must have their conservation plan modified by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

Emergency CRP Haying and Grazing Option

CRP emergency haying and grazing is available in eligible counties as long as stand condition can support grazing
and a modified conservation plan is in place. In eligible counties, hay may be cut once each program year (Oct. 1-
Sept. 30). According to an approved conservation plan, producers have 60 days to complete the 1-time hay cutting.

CRP emergency grazing is available in eligible counties as long as it does not exceed 90 days each program year
(Oct. 1-Sept. 30) and must stop when the minimum grazing height is reached, as established within the modified
CRP conservation plan or when the county is no longer eligible for emergency haying and grazing.

Non-Emergency CRP Haying and Grazing Option

For producers not in an eligible county, there are options available under non-emergency haying and grazing
provisions outside of the primary nesting season, including:

e Haying of all CRP practices, except for CP12 Wildlife Food Plots and several tree practices not more than once
every three years for a 25% payment reduction. For non-emergency haying requests, 25% of the requested
acreage must be left unhayed.

e Qrazing of CRP acres not more than every other year for a 25% payment reduction.
Livestock Forage Disaster Program Provisions

If the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) triggers in a county for 2024 grazing losses due to drought, the
provisions for CRP emergency haying and grazing change. There may be restrictions on grazing carrying capacity
and which CRP practices can be hayed. Check with Athens County USDA Service Center at 740-797-4610 to
determine what CRP emergency grazing and haying restrictions may apply.

Additional Drought Assistance

Other drought assistance programs are available for livestock producers. Producers who experience livestock deaths
and feed losses due to natural disasters may be eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees,
and Farm-Raised Fish Program. This program also provides eligible producers with compensation for feed losses as
well as water hauling expenses and above normal expenses for hauling feed to livestock and hauling livestock to
forage or other grazing acres.
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Additional disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the farmers.gov Drought
Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool.

For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.
For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center.
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Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers of
noninsurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters
including drought (includes native grass for grazing).

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2024 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date.

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available,
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your Athens County USDA Service Center at 740-797-4610 or visit
fsa.usda.gov/nap.
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