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Conservation News 
 

Athens Soil and Water Conservation District 
69 S. Plains Road      The Plains, Ohio 45780 

740-797-9686 or 800-582-8890 

athensswcd.org 
Mission: Provide leadership by promoting the wise use and enhancement of Athens County’s natural resources for current and future generations. 

Visit us on  
athensswcd.org 

 

An Equal Opportunity Provider, 
Employer, and Lender. 

Like us on Facebook!  

Athens SWCD 78th Annual Meeting 
 

The Athens SWCD Supervisor and Staff invite you to attend the 78th 
Annual Meeting and Banquet. Please join the Athens Soil and Water 

Conservation District as we celebrate 78 years of conservation 
during our annual meeting!  Enjoy an evening of fellowship at the 

Shade Community Center! 
 

     When: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 

   Where: Shade Community Center, 2380 Old SR 33, Shade, 45776 

      Cost: $10.00 per person 
 Agenda: 5:30 pm - Registration & Social Time 
 5:30 pm-6:15 pm - SWCD SUPERVISOR ELECTION VOTING  
                6:15 pm -  Meal - Chicken Breast or Baked Steak, salad,  
   mashed potatoes, green beans, hot rolls, dessert, 
   and drinks  
      7:00 pm - Presentation of Awards 
      7:30 pm - Ty Higgins, OFBF, Senior Director of   
     Communications 
  Presenting: “All Eyes on Ag, for All the Wrong Reasons” 

 
Door Prizes and Raffle Drawing       

   

Reservations are due by October 10, 2024 

 

Athens Soil and Water Conservation District’s  
78th Annual Meeting and Banquet 

 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________                      
 

Address: ___________________________________________________     
 

Phone: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 # of Meals - Baked Steak _________  x $10.00 = $ _____________ 
# of Meals - Chicken       _________   x $10.00 = $ _____________ 

 
 

**Please contact our office if you have special dietary needs. 
 

Complete form, make check payable to Athens SWCD and return to: 
Athens SWCD, 69 South Plains Road, The Plains, Ohio 45780 

 

Due in office no later than October 10, 2024 
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Election Notice and Candidates…. 

 

Glenn K. Lackey - Glenn has been a resident of Rome Twp. in Athens County since 1973.  He 
attended Bluffton College. Glenn is an owner in his family farm, known as Red Bird Ranch, which 
consists of approximately 1,000 acres of beef cattle, row crops, hay and pasture. Prior to coming to 
Athens County, the Lackey’s farmed in Franklin County. Red Bird Ranch has been a cooperator with 
the Athens SWCD office for 48 years. Organizations in which Glenn has or is currently serving 
include:  Athens County Planning Commission, Ohio Farmland Preservation Board, Athens County 
Farm Bureau serving in various capacities, Ohio Farm Bureau member, American Farm Bureau 
Natural Resources and Livestock Advisory Committee and a member of the Canaanville United 
Methodist Church. Glenn has served on the Athens SWCD Board of Supervisors for the past 15 years.  Glenn and his wife Bonnie 
have two sons, Brandon (Bethany) and Kavon (Emily) and two grandchildren. 

 

Gary Willison - Gary graduated from The Ohio State University, where he received his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in Forest Management. He retired from the US Forest Service after 34 years, 
where he managed the forest resources in four national forests. On the Wayne National Forest he 
managed a Watershed Team that completed 54 abandoned mine land projects which greatly improved 
water quality in the Monday Creek Watershed. Gary also worked closely with Ohio Department of 
Transportation to minimize effects to wildlife and soil and water resources while managing the US 
Route 33 Bypass around Nelsonville. Currently he is a forestry instructor at Hocking College and a 
consulting forester in Southeastern Ohio. Gary held the position of Treasurer on the Athens SWCD 

Board of Supervisors while he previously served for 3 years.  Gary lives on a farm in eastern Athens County with his wife and son 
where he raises Christmas trees and produces maple syrup. 

 

Joyce C. (Perry) Bobo - After graduating high school, Joyce began working at Hocking Valley Bank and 
attended financial classes at Ohio University; she was trained and worked in several areas of the bank 
including head teller, loan officer and branch manager; she served three terms as Lee Township Fiscal Officer 
until moving back to the farm. In 2018, Joyce retired from OAPSE as an Administrative Assistant/Office 
Manager. Joyce is a lifelong resident of Athens County where she and her husband, Tom, reside on a third 
generational farm raising beef cattle, corn, wheat and soybeans. Her spare time is spent raising a garden, 
landscaping, hosting guests at their Events Barn and Bed and Breakfast, spending time with grandchildren and 
attending their sporting events. Joyce was a charter member of Alexander’s Future Foundation and a current 
member of the Athens-Meigs Farm Bureau. Joyce was instrumental in organizing and working with the Albany 

community residents in petitioning for the current traffic light on US 50/32 in Albany. Growing up on the farm during the construction 
of Lake Snowden and the Margaret’s Creek Conservancy District Project, these remain significant matters of interest and concern to 
her. She and her husband have one daughter, Natalie, a son in law and four grandchildren. Joyce is vested in her family, friends and 
neighbors and maintains a close relationship with her community. Dedication and hard work are necessary elements in getting 
“things” done; matters such as the monitoring and maintaining of a safe water supply and protection of the soil are extremely 
important issues. Whether it is at a Local, State or Federal level, these matters affect everyone and need to be observed on a 
continual basis…to that end, she would be pleased to continue as a member of the Athens SWCD Supervisory Board as she has for 
the past 3 years. 

The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause an election of Supervisors of the 
Athens Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to be held in accordance with Chapter 940 of the 
Ohio Revised Code.  Individuals who own or occupy land within the Athens SWCD and are 18 years of 
age or older may vote for supervisor. 
There are 3 ways an eligible voters can cast a ballot: 
1. At the Athens SWCD office from September 17, 2024 until October 16, 2024 during normal 

business hours of 8:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday - Thursday, and 8:00 am - 4:30 pm on Fridays.  
2. At the SWCD Annual Meeting, which will take place at Shade Community Center, 2380 Old SR 33, 

Shade, Ohio 45776 from 5:30 pm - 6:15 pm; or 
3. By voting absentee from September 17, 2024 until October 16, 2024 by requesting the Voter 

Verification and Election Ballot from the Athens SWCD office at 69 S Plains Road, The Plains, 
Ohio 45780, or by calling 740-797-9686 ext. 6280, or by emailing cathybobo@athensswcd.org.  
Absentee ballots must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 15, 2024. 

Two Supervisors will be elected to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2025, and ending on 
December 31, 2027. Nominees are: Joyce Bobo, Glenn Lackey, and Gary Willison. (bios below) 
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INC. 
Leading the Others 

Since 1904 

143 N. Plains Rd 
The Plains, OH 
45780 

YOUR LOCAL FARM & FEED SUPPLY STORE 

Bring this ad in 
for $2.00 off one  
25# bag of Bird 

Advertising in this newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by the Athens SWCD/NRCS. 

Upcoming Tree Sales  
Watch for upcoming Tree Sale 
information in the January, February, 
March 2025 newsletter & on our website at 
athensswcd.org  

 



Athens SWCD Offers 
Fall Fish Sale 

 

Athens SWCD is accepting 
orders for the 2024 Fall Fish 
Sale.  This sale is to stock 
new ponds or to replenish 
fish in existing ponds. Order 
forms and stocking rates can be found on the 
District’s website www.athensswcd.org.  
Completed order forms must be returned to the 
Athens SWCD office with payment, no later than 
October 1st.  The fish will be delivered to the 
Athens SWCD office, located at 69 South Plains 
Road, The Plains, Ohio between 1:00 - 2:00 pm 
on Tuesday, October 8th. You must pick up your 
orders at this time!  If you have any questions, 
contact our office at 740-797-9686 ext. 5. 

SWCD hires  
District Technician 

 

My name is Kristin Roessler. I 
am the new District Technician 
for Athens SWCD. I grew up in 
Zanesville where I attended 
Maysville local schools, 
graduating in 2019.  I furthered 

my education at Marietta College with a degree in 
Environmental Science graduating in the spring of 
2023. I grew up on our family farm raising 
Shorthorn cattle and an active member in 4-H. At a 
young age, I established a love for farm life and the 
environment. This only grew as I got older and lead 
me to choosing this career path. I am excited to 
learn the area and work with the landowners in 
Athens County.  
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A Successful 2024 Multi-County Soil Judging 
 

Meigs SWCD hosted this year’s multi county soil judging contest in 
which teams from Athens, Meigs, and Vinton counties participated.  
The event was held at Sunny Grove Farm. Thank you to Tony & Renee 
Carnahan for allowing 116 students the opportunity to brush up on 
their Ag and Urban soil judging skills in preparation for their district 
contest.  Thank you to everyone that helped, in any way, to make this 

educational event possible.  Educating our youth - that is what it’s all about! We will be announcing 
and presenting awards to the Athens FFA students with the top scores in urban and rural soils at our 
annual meeting to be held at the Shade Community Center on October 16th. We hope you will join us! 

Attention Fifth Grade Teachers! 
 

The new year is just around the corner and with it comes our annual 5th Grade Poster/Essay 
Contests. The theme in 2025 is “ Home is Where the Habitat is”. 
 

As always we will be available to come into your classroom to present on the theme and then ask 
your students to create a one page essay and a poster on the presented topic. The top student 
entries, will be chosen from in each class, at each school, and reviewed by a county selection 
committee for First, Second, and Third Place Awards in Athens County. 
 

This year we are hoping to add one more element and possible award to these three students. It is 
our plan to send these three winning entries to our statewide poster contest sponsored by the 
National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) and coordinated in Ohio by the Ohio 
Federation of  Soil and Water Conservation Districts (OFSWCD). Ohio awards will be selected and 
sent to compete at the national level. National awards for 2025 will be announced in February 2026. 
 

Here is a brief word from the NACD on the national awards selection... 
“Winning posters reflect the annual NACD Stewardship theme and 
highlight the work of conservation districts and their associations in 
protecting and enhancing natural resources. The contest starts 
locally, advances to state levels, then national. National winners 
receive recognition at NACD’s annual meeting.” NACD Selection 
Committee. 
 

Rules and details of the contest will be available through our office 
beginning in January 2025. All Athens County entries must have the 
sponsorship of the Athens Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Contest theme presentations will begin in late January 2025. We hope 
you can make time to bring this opportunity to your classroom. 



 All Athens County Photo Contest Results  
 

The Grand Prize Winner of this year’s All Athens County Photo 
Contest goes to Elizabeth Boyd - with her “All’s Quiet on the 
Home Front” photo. Congratulations and Thank You to 
everyone for their entries.  This year’s winner and semi-finalists 
will be on display the month of November at the Athens Public 
Library. The 2024 entries can also be viewed on our website. 
This is a great time to be outdoors taking pictures for next 
year's contest! Watch our website for the 2025 contest rules.  
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Annual Milkweed Collection 
 

Monarch butterflies were recently classified as endangered by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List. The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative and Athens 
SWCD are calling on Ohioans to help monarch migration by collecting Milkweed pods. 
Milkweed is the only host plant for Monarch butterfly egg laying and caterpillar rearing. It also 
serves as a food source for Monarchs as well as many other pollinator species. We’ll be 
collecting seeds from September 1 until the end of October.  

• Before you collect seed, become familiar with common milkweed to avoid harvesting pods    
from similar plants such as dogbane and swamp milkweed.  

• It’s best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey, or brown. It is important to check this.  
If the center seam pops with gentle pressure, they can be harvested.  

• Store the pods in paper bags; plastic bags collect unwanted moisture.  
• Put the date and county collected on the bag when you turn them in.  
• Keep the pods in a cool, dry area until you can deliver them to the Athens SWCD office.  
• Leave some pods (10-25%) on the plants so that seeds have a chance to naturally disperse 
and do their job as an important food source for milkweed bugs and other critters.  

Questions? Contact the Athens SWCD at 740-797-9686 ext. 5. 

 

Ohio Landowner/Hunter Access Partnership (OLHAO) Program 
 

“The Ohio Landowner/Hunter Access Partnership (OLHAP) Program is a new way for Ohio hunters to 
get access to private properties. This program is funded in part by the federal Farm Bill under their 

Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-HIP). This bill 
provides funding to state and tribal agencies through a competitive grant 
process to implement programs encouraging hunting access on private 
properties. As part of the 2018 Farm Bill, Ohio was awarded $1,831,500 to 
implement the new OLHAP program. The OLHAP program uses part of those 
funds to pay landowners for hunters to access their property.  Participating 
landowners receive annual payment rates of $2.00/acre for agricultural lands 
and $30.00/acre for perennial wildlife cover, such as wetlands, grasslands, 
brushlands, and forest. Enrollment contracts are for 2 years, with the possibility 
of reenrollment.” Visit Wildlife/Forestry Services (athensswcd.org) or Ohio 
Landowner/Hunter Access Partnership Program | Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ohiodnr.gov) for details. 

 

Don’t Guess - Soil Test - for FREE!!!!! 
 

The Athens Soil and Water Conservation District has once again teamed up 
with Athens-Meigs County Farm Bureau to offer two (2) free soil test to 
Farm Bureau members this fall. Soils must be collected and delivered to the 
Athens SWCD office between October 21 - 25, 2024 ONLY.  Go to 
athensswcd.org for more information.  Tests are per member household - 
any additional samples will cost $12.00 per sample. 
 

Become a Farm Bureau member by going to https://ofbf.org/join/ or by 
contacting the Athens Meigs County Farm Bureau office at 740-201-2739. 

https://www.athensswcd.org/wildlifeforestry-services.html
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access


69 S. Plains Road 
The Plains, Ohio 45780 
(740) 797-9686 or (800) 582-8890 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Brenda Dahse, Chairman  
Glenn Lackey, Vice Chairman  
Bryan Ford, Secretary  
Zach Crabtree, Treasurer   
Joyce Bobo, Member  
 

SWCD PERSONNEL 
Cathy Bobo, District Manager  
Rich Blazier, District Equipment Manager 
Teresa Caldwell, Conservation Education Coordinator 
Mark Jones, Wildlife Specialist / Forestry Technician 
Kristin Roessler, District Technician 
 

NRCS PERSONNEL 
Joe Weber, District Conservationist 
Bill Serbonich, Conservation Specialist 
Zach Rusk, Soil Conservationist  
Emily Sims, Natural Resource Specialist  
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Mark Your Calendars 

October 1 - Fish Sale Deadline 

October 1 - 7 - Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week 

October 8 - Fall Fish Sale 

October 10 - Board Meeting 

October 14 - Office Closed - Columbus Day 

October 16 - Annual Meeting and Banquet 

October 19 - Woodland Workshop 

October 21 - 25 - Soil Test Drop Off 

November 3 - Daylight Saving Time Ends 

November 6 - Timber Harvest Workshop 

November 11 - Office Closed - Veterans Day 

November 14 - Board Meeting 

November 28 & 29 - Office Closed - Thanksgiving 

December 19 - Board Meeting 

December 25 - Office Closed - Christmas Day 

January 1 - Office Closed - New Years Day 

 Visit our website www.athensswcd.org for more 

information on the events listed above and to 

receive the Athens SWCD newsletter via email! 

BANQUET EDITION! 

Support for the Birds and Bees: 
Setting the Stage for a  

Successful Winter 
 

Now is the time to make plans for the fall and winter 
needs of the birds and insects that managed to survive 
this harsh summer. Insect abundance is driven by heat 
and moisture. Therefore, this 
fall will see insects going into 
hiding early and fall migrating 
birds in need of supplemental 
food sources. Consider 
providing bird feeding 
stations earlier then normal. 
Visit www.athensswcd.org for 
more information. 

SAVE THE DATES!! 
 

Oct 19 - Athens-Meigs Woodland Workshop 
 

Nov 6 - Timber Harvest Workshop 
 

***Watch for details on our website  
and facebook page 


